
ebullitions of a mind unhampered by scientific con-

siderations the British Medical Journal suggests
"that the mere possibility of such dire consequences
from the 'turning inward of smallpox afforded some

justification for an attempt to keep it out altogether."

PERILS OF SANITATION.
The recent occurrences in Colorado and Texas illus-

trate the possible dangers of sanitation attempts with
unenlightened individuals. A health officerwas ordered
to prevent a public funeral of a person who had died
of a contagious disease, and he was killed in the
performance of his duty. As the Chicago Post says,
editorially: "He was a victim of the idea that health
laws are made for the purpose of distressing those
who already are sufficiently distressed." There is,
with all our boasted enlightenment, a large amount of
barbaric ignorance in this country, not only among
the recently imported elements, but also amongst
those who should know better. As the Post says,
there is a feeling apparently existing in some degree
among persons esteemed and esteeming themselves
educated and intelligent, that the laws relating to
contagious and infectious diseases are made to be
ignored. If this is not a sign of what we have char-
itably called it, barbaric ignorance, it is something
worse, it means a reckless indifference to law and to
human life.

EUPHORIA VS. EUTHANASIA.
The following from the London Lancet (Feb. 18,

1899, p. 489) is here presented as an example of unfor-
tunate medical timidity and of how a thing ought not
to be done.
To the Editors of the Lancet, Sirs:\p=m-\Withina few weeks I

have had under my care a case of carcinoma uteri extending to
the bladder and adjacent parts. The pain accompanying the
disease in its later stages was severe and only controlled by
strong suppositories of morphia, and the patient's death struggle
was an awful and most pitiable experience, lasting certainly
three or four days. I tried liquor opii sedativus 10 minims
every two hours, but only two or three doses could be swallowed.
I seek in this letter information from my confr\l=e`\reson the treat-
ment one should adopt in such cases\p=m-\e.g.,would it be justifi-
able to use morphia hypodermically? or to what extent would
the inhalation of chloroform be admissible in mitigation of so
great agony and distress? I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

Euthanasia.
The hyperconscientious (that is the kindest term

we can use) physician who wrote the above apparently
did not recognize the difference between helping the
patient to an easy death and prolonging life by relief
of exhausting pain. It is unfortunate, at least, if
the teachings of the British medical schools are not
definite enough on this point to enable their graduates
to at once decide such questions rationally and
humanely in these emergencies. The Lancet, how¬
ever, editorially discusses the case without special
condemnation (Feb. 25, 1899, p. 532), and leaves the
impression that such hesitancy as above indicated is
a natural and frequent occurrence. If such is the
case, it hardly speaks well for the profession. The
question of giving an overdose is not raised, except it
may be in the use of the term "euthanasia," that
might, perhaps, imply it. It is one that need never

occur to the physician's mind; the case is one of giving
comfort and ease, not of interfering with or lessening
vital powers. Euthanasia is at best an ambiguous
word; while it may mean only rendering certain death
painless, it is liable to another construction. Euphoria,
meaning ability to endure pain, as well as comfort and
sense of well being, is a better term.

END OF THE SCHLATTER CASE OF GASTRIC
EXTIRPATION.

The famous Schlatter case of ablation of the
stomach, the first in which the entire organ was
removed, with the survival of the patient, has at last
completed its history\p=m-\thefinale is reported by Dr.
Schlatter in the N. Y. Med. Record of March 18.
The woman died on October 29; about 14 months
after the operation, the cause of the death being
metastasis of the original disease involving the
mesenteric, retroperitoneal, bronchial and supracla-
vicular glands with studding of the pulmonary pleura
with carcinomatous nodules. Whether the mutilation
the patient had undergone diminished her resistance
to the morbid process, indirectly or otherwise, can

only be conjectured; the account furnishes no evi-
dence on that point. The additional interest given
the case by the autopsy is evident. There was clearly
no attempt of nature to form a substitute for the
stomach by cardiac or duodenal dilatation, and the
continuance of life for over a year, and even the
improved nutrition during part of the time, with com¬
plete absence of what we have been inclined to con¬
sider the essential organ of digestion, the stomach,
may be said to be a proven possibility. It will be
next in order to find a case justifying the removal for
other cause than malignant recurring disease, so that
a larger element of time can be contributed to the
question whether gastric digestion is an indispensa¬
ble mechanic factor or not. The case shows that a
person can exist for more than a year without a

stomach, and possibly indefinitely, and that its
removal in a case of last resort is a justifiable opera¬
tion.

Medical News.
The Baltimore Medical College has appropria-

ted $3500 toward building a gymnasium for its use.

An International Congress of medical ethics is
being organized to follow the Congress of Medicine,
at Paris in 1900.
Governor Roosevelt is reported to have signed

an amendment to the New York civil code, which
prohibits a physician from divulging any informa-
tion concerning a patient, either before or after death.
At the Hospital for the Insane, Kankakee, Ill.,

the medical force has been reduced from thirteen to
ten physicians, the three retiring being non-residents
of the State.
Dr. Irwin Schueller, Columbus, Ohio, has been

appointed health officer to succeed his father, the late
Dr. J. B. Schueller. He has for several years been
studying sanitary science in Europe.
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